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The development of the moldboard plow turmed Europe's natural endowment of fertile land on its
head. People who lived in Northern Europe had long endured difficult farming conditions, but
now it was the north, not the south, that enjoved the best and most productive land. Starting
about a thousand vears ago, thanks to this new plow-based prosperity, cities of Northern
Europe emerged and started to flourish. And they flourished with a different social structure
from that of cities around the Mediterranean. The dry-soil scratch plow needed only two
animals to pull it, and it worked best with a crisscross plowing in simple, square fields. All this
had made farming an individualistic practice: a farmer could live alone with his plow, oxen, and
land. But the wet-clay moldboard plow required a team of eight oxen — or, better, horses — and
who had that sort of wealth? It was most efficient in long, thin strips often a step or two away
from someone else's long, thin strips. As a result, farming became more of a community
practice: people had to share the plow and draft animals and resolve disagreements. They
gathered together in villages. [47%]

* moldboard plow: ¥ @@l 7] *+crisscross: 4244 2

(1) socio—economic changes in Northern Europe caused by the moldboard plow
(@ difficulties of finding an appropriate farming method for barren land

@) various reasons farming was difficult for Northern Europeans

@ social support required to invent the moldboard plow

(5 potential problems of using animals to plow a field
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Like the old advice for married couples, “Don’t ever go to bed angry,” don't knowingly let
students leave the lesson angry or upset. Students’ frustrations can stem from difficult content
or technique, personal problems, fatigue, and ves, sometimes annovance with their teacher,
Regardless of what might be the cause, don't ignore their emotions. If vou see tears starting to
well up, stop everything and talk. Avoid overreacting and taking their frustration personally, A
certain amount of frustration is a normal part of learning any new skill. When they look
discouraged, give them a glass of water, a sympathetic ear, and a tissue. If they have
misinterpreted vou or don't understand the concept, strip it down to its barest essentials. If vour
instincts tell you something is bothering a student, don't be afraid to probe a little. Most
students will say, “I'm fine,” but even when they do, they almost always appreciate your caring.
Follow through with a call to the parents if yvou are concerned.
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