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Risk management professionals look in the past for information on the so-called worst-case
scenario and use it to estimate future risks —this method is called “stress testing.” They
take the worst historical recession, the worst war, or the worst point in unemployment as an
exact estimate for the worst future outcome. But they never notice the following
inconsistency: this so-called worst-case event, when it happened, exceeded the worst case at
the time. I have called this mental defect the Lucretius problem, after the Latin poetic
philosopher who wrote that the fool believes that the tallest mountain in the world will be
equal to the tallest one he has observed. The same can be seen in the Fukushima nuclear
reactor, which experienced a huge failure in 2011 when a tsunami struck. It had been built
to endure the worst past historical earthquake, with the builders not imagining much worse
— and not thinking that the worst past event had to be a surprise, as it
[38]
D had no precedent

(2 matched their prediction
@ led to better preparation
@ repeated itself over time

(5 came earlier than expected
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In one experiment researchers had people sit at computers and review two online articles
describing opposing theories of learning. One article laid out an argument that “knowledge is
objective” the other made the case that “knowledge is relative.” Each article was set up in the
same way, with similar headings, and each had links to the other article, allowing a reader to
jump quickly between the two to compare the theories. The researchers hypothesized that people
who used the links would gain a richer understanding of the two theories and their differences
than would people who read the pages sequentially, completing one before going on to the other.
They were wrong. The test subjects who read the pages linearly actually scored considerably
higher on a subsequent comprehension test than those who clicked back and forth between the

pages. , the researchers concluded.

(D The links helped to organize information

@ Using the links got in the way of learning
@ Attitude is more important than knowledge

@ The more links, the higher level of popularity

(® The Web motivates people to read more articles
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When confronted by a seemingly simple pointing task, where their desires are put in conflict
with outcomes, chimpanzees find it impossible to exhibit subtle self serving cognitive strategies

in the immediate presence of a desired reward. However, such tasks are mastered

In one study, chimps were confronted by a simple choice; two plates holding tasty food items
were presented, each with a different number of treats. If the chimp pointed to the plate having
more treats, it would immediately be given to a fellow chimp in an adjacent cage, and the
frustrated subject would receive the smaller amount. After hundreds and hundreds of trials, these
chimps could not learn to withhold pointing to the larger reward. However, these same chimps
had already been taught the symbolic concept of simple numbers. When those numbers were
placed on the plates as a substitute for the actual rewards, the chimps promptly learned to point

to the smaller numbers first, thereby obtaining the larger rewards for themselves. [37d]

(D as immediate rewards replace delayed ones

(2 when an alternative symbol system is employed

@ if their desires for the larger rewards are satisfied
@ when material rewards alternate with symbolic ones

(® if the value of the number is proportional to the amount of the reward



Disinterestedness cannot be manifested by a special and characteristic feeling. Kant has claimed
that pleasure itself is the only sensation which cannot become part of the concept of an object,
or is a true feeling, and this implies that the feeling of freedom in the synthesis of a manifold
could only be the feeling of pleasure itself. Kant also suggests that, just as the freedom of
imagination is nothing but the absence of any conceptual constraint on it, so the freedom of
pleasure is nothing but its independence of any interest. Kant says that the pleasure in the
beautiful is the one and only uninterested and free delight, because in the case of the pleasure
“no interest, whether of sense or of reason, extorts approval.” Freedom and disinterestedness, in

other words, are merely different names for one fact:

*manifold-0§ 2| 7}X|2|, A&
(D The exchange of displeasure into our freedom
@ The contradiction between the feeling and the pleasure
(@ The expiration of the supreme criterion of the freedom
@ The absence of a connection between pleasure and interest
(® The distinctive feature of emotion defining disinterestedness

Kant and the Claims of Taste-Paul Guyer
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chimp in an adjacent cage, and the frustrated

subject would receive the smaller amount.

However, these same chimps had already been

taught the symbolic concept of simple numbers.

22| S symbolic concept| CHSHA]
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When those numbers were placed on the plates
as a substitute for the actual rewards, the chimps
promptly learned to point to the smaller numbers
first,

thereby obtaining the larger rewards for

themselves.

numbers=symbolic

actual rewards=desired rewards=treats
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1. [for someone] to serve as a substitute for someone. I alternated with Fred as the lead in the school

play. They asked Harry to alternate with Ron on the team.

2. [for something] to appear repetitively and regularly in a sequence with something else. (For instance,
A alternates with B in the sequence ABABAB.) In this design the straight lines alternate with the

circles. The red dots alternate with the blue ones.
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