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A quality of the human brain is known as induction, how something positive generates
a contrasting negative image in our mind. This is most obvious in our visual system.
When we see some color — red or black, for instance — it tends to intensify our
perception of the opposite color around us, in this case, green or white. As we look
at the red object, we often can see a green halo forming around it. In general, the
mind operates by contrasts. We are able to formulate concepts about something by
becoming aware of its opposite. The brain is continually dredging up these contrasts.
What this means is that whenever we see or imagine something, our minds cannot
help but see or imagine the opposite. If we are forbidden by our culture to think a
particular thought or entertain a particular desire, that taboo [ instantly brings to mind
Every no sparks a corresponding yes. We cannot
think

the very thing we are forbidden
control this vacillation in the mind between contrasts. This predisposes us to
about and then desire exactly what we do not have |.
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Indeed, one of the most problematic aspects of global warming from the point of
view of social policy stems from the fact that the phenomenon has so far manifested
itself very unevenly around the world. Some places have had little warming in the past
century, and some have even experienced cooling. “For extensive regions of the Earth,
the warming of the past 80 years has deviated strongly from the global average”
notes climate expert Ken Hare. “This fact raises major difficulties for political action: in
many countries, future temperatures will differ strongly from the global norm and
global warming will seem like a fiction to local politicians.” He points out, for example,
that the lack of a strong warming trend in the United States accounted in part for the
reluctance of the U.S. government to support the 1992 international convention on
climate change. “If you're considering political action, you have to remember that
you're asking a considerable number of people in the world to take on faith that this

is a truly global effect,” he said.
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The philosopher Nelson Goodman argued that we should replace the question “What
is art?” with the question “When is art?” The same object can function as a work of
art or not, depending on how the object is viewed. When an object functions as art,

it exhibits certain “symptoms” of the aesthetic ].

For example, an object functioning as art is relatively replete (full), meaning that more
of its physical properties are part of its meaning and should be attended to than

when that same object is not functioning as a work of art.

Goodman asks us to consider a zigzag line. Told that the line is a stock market
graph, all we attend to are the peaks and dips. We could get the same information

from a set of numbers.

But if this same line is part of a drawing (say, the outline of a mountain), all of the
line’s physical properties are suddenly important and part of what the artist wants us
to attend to — its color, texture, edges, thickness, among other things. And we

cannot translate this experience into a set of numbers.
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